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Back to School Edition!
September is a month to settle into routines and get to know students on a deeper level both
academically and social-emotionally. As you establish classroom routines, be mindful to
include the environment. A literacy-rich classroom is an easy way to incorporate content-
speci�c or area skills and words. Easy ways to build a literacy-rich classroom:
 

Classroom libraries that include a variety of genres and text types
Content posters
Anchor charts – teacher-made and co-created with students
Word walls
Labels
Literacy workstations
Writing centers
Computers
Display of student work
Displays of books & information
Bulletin boards, and
Plenty of opportunity to read, write, listen, and speak



Blank Classroom

Often we see white walls in
classrooms that scream for
attention and literacy-rich
materials. It is okay to start the
year with blank walls and have
students help build and create
the classroom to feel
ownership and belonging.

Top 10

Characteristics of a

Literacy-Rich

Classroom

Environment

Click on the photo to enlarge for
easier reading.

Literacy-Rich

Classroom

Here we see a classroom
library with labels, anchor
charts, and student work.
Students feel empowered to
�nd their own books, utilize
anchor chart skills, and share
their work!

Literacy Updates from IDOE

Literacy Framework
The Literacy Framework is a tool you can use to curriculum
map and plan for this upcoming school year. Does your school
utilize a curriculum map, scope and sequence, or pacing guide?
Use the Literacy Framework to dive into each standard through
question stems, practical examples, and digital resources!
 
Additional Literacy Resources:
 
Elementary Literacy Family Guides 
Elementary Literacy Family Guides- Spanish Translation
Elementary Academic Vocabulary
Secondary Academic Vocabulary
 
A huge thank you to over 400 Indiana educators who
contributed to the development of the Literacy Framework.
Click here to see this list of amazing educators!
 

https://s.smore.com/u/60378ac22c0bafea4018eeb66f9e8fbb.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/a01f6d0689bd47cb2eeb6ccd412383cb.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/fe2e1f30e896d20455cdacbfb1bba104.jpg
https://www.doe.in.gov/literacy/framework
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/literacy/literacy-family-guides-7-26-2019.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/literacy/literacy-family-guides-spanish-translation.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/literacy/elementary-literacy-framework-vocabulary-lists.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/literacy/secondary-literacy-framework-vocabulary-lists.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/literacy/acknowledgements
https://s.smore.com/u/eb180dce8f41333ed6e9599a7031bd13.png


Ideas and Insight

Over the course of the 2019-2020 school year, additional
resources will be added. Stay tuned!
 
One way to increase student engagement through reading is by
providing engaging texts. Help us build a database and earn
Professional Growth Points (PGPs) by sharing your favorite
texts and sample lesson plan ideas here using the Mentor Text
Lists form. For every 10 texts you share, you will earn 1 PGP.
 
Have special requests for support? Feel free to reach out to us
at any time. That's what we are here for!

Five Components of Reading: Phonemic Awareness
Overview
What is Phonemic Awareness?
The knowledge that spoken words can be broken apart into smaller segments of sound known
as phonemes. A phoneme is the smallest unit of speech sound that separates it from another
sound. The English language has 44 phonemes. These phonemes are not letter sounds-- these
may be represented by different sounds.  
 
For students to be successful, schools should teach phonemic awareness skills in isolation
to small groups or one-on-one to students.
 
Ways to incorporate Phonemic Awareness into Instruction

Elkonin Boxes: used to segment words into sounds using boxes for each sound. Have
students count, say, and hear the sounds, not letters, in the word.
Nursery Rhymes: incorporate reading, saying, or creating your own rhymes.
Clap/Drum Syllables: words can be broken into parts called syllables. This is an important
part of decoding and spelling words.

 
Find it in the Literacy Framework
Using the search tool, type in Reading Foundations to access Indiana standards that utilize
phonemic awareness skills. For example, �rst grade reading foundation standard 3.5 (1.RF.35)
states "Segment the individual sounds in one-syllable words." 
 
Practical Examples for 1.RF.3.5 include:
-During a read aloud, say a word for students to segment into individual sounds. 
-Use Elkonin boxes for student to write down each sound in an one-syllable word.-Students
use Elkonin boxes and counters to push up each sound in a word. 
-Students pull an object from a bag, say the name, then segment each sound in the word.
 

https://forms.gle/yewWz8MRee5hYDms5
https://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/elkonin_boxes
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/nursery-rhymes-not-just-babies
https://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/syllable_games
https://www.doe.in.gov/literacy/framework/1rf35


Book Suggestions

Phonemic

Awareness

By: Michael Haggerty
 
Heggerty Phonemic Awareness
is a well-organized 35-week
curriculum of daily phonemic
awareness lesson plans. ... For
students in need of extra
support, portions of lesson
could be used in a small group
and serve as a “second dose”
of phonemic awareness
instruction. 

Phonics They Use

By: Patricia Cunningham
 
This text offers a coherent
collection of practical, hands-
on activities to help students
develop reading and spelling
skills. Rather than subscribe to
a single theory, the text
stresses a balanced reading
program incorporating a variety
of strategic approaches tied to
the individual needs of children. 

Ready to Use

Phonemic

Awareness

By: Victoria Groves Scott 
 
This self-contained book
includes 48 scripted lessons,
progress charts, and
reproducibles for teaching
phonemic awareness as a
reading prerequisite or as a
supplement to the reading
curriculum. 

These examples and considerations come from the Indiana Literacy Framework. For
additional resources, guidance, and practical examples please visit the Literacy Framework
here. 
 
What does this look like in the high school setting? 
Assessing Phonemic Awareness at the High School Level
Phonemic Awareness for High School Students with Diverse Backgrounds
 
Resources

Education.com
Florida Center for Reading Research
Reading Rockets
ReadingResource.net
Hand2Mind Phonological Awareness
Jack Hartman Phonemic Awareness Song

http://www.doe.in.gov/literacy/framework
http://www2.nefec.org/learn/teacher/secondary/pa/research/assessing3.htm
https://www.redorbit.com/news/education/1254304/improving_phonological_awareness_and_decoding_skills_of_high_school_students/
https://www.education.com/resources/phonological-awareness/
http://www.fcrr.org/resources/resources_sca_k-1.html
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/top-10-resources-phonological-and-phonemic-awareness
https://www.readingresource.net/phonemicawarenessactivities.html
https://www.hand2mind.com/pdf/kindergarten/chapter_2.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KR-c0FXR9sA
https://s.smore.com/u/7fef4c2b17cf1c3d7178dc7e93307c23.png
https://s.smore.com/u/36dad0418602f023841b6010374413f9.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/63dc24f2848e97c411af148d8fba83f9.jpg


Get a FREE year of digital books
through Vooks!
Watch read-along animated storybooks with your kids! Good
screen time you’ll love! Vooks is offering a free year
subscription. Share this site with parents or use in your
classroom! 

Fall Conferences to Check Out!

Indiana Teachers of Writing

Dyslexia Professional Awareness
IDOE will ensure all teachers working for school corporations and charter schools receive
professional awareness on dyslexia. This professional awareness will include information on
the characteristics of dyslexia, evidence-based interventions, and evidence-based
accommodations for dyslexia. This information is offered through IDOE’s Moodle course
website. Please visit IDOE’s dyslexia page under the “Dyslexia Professional Awareness” tab for
a link to the professional awareness course, and directions on how to set up and log into
IDOE’s Moodle website. (IC 20-35.5-6-2(B), as created by SEA 217 (2018) 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODAyLjg3MjcyMjEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODAyLjg3MjcyMjEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzEyNzI4NyZlbWFpbGlkPWpyaXNjaDFAZG9lLmluLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9anJpc2NoMUBkb2UuaW4uZ292JnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&122&&&https://www.doe.in.gov/literacy/dyslexia?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://s.smore.com/u/d012a98d2c65932d18335dd607fa68e4.jpg


$12,000 Renewal Grants for Indiana K-12 Educators
Lilly Endowment announced its 33rd Teacher Creativity Fellowship Program (TCFP). This
renewal program supports Indiana educators to take intentional time to pursue their dreams
and passions, explore new areas of interest, and expand existing talents or develop new ones.
Renewal times encourage new experiences, exploration and re�ection to discover renewed
energy and enthusiasm, spark innovative approaches to teaching and leading, and reveal
thoughtful ways to enhance creativity in students and classrooms. Up to 100 grants, each
totaling $12,000, will be awarded in 2020. Learn more about TCFP at lillyendowment.org.

GRAMMY Museum Opportunity
My name is Kait Nader and I’m the Director of Community Engagement at the GRAMMY
Museum. We have a national program called the Jane Ortner Education Award that honors a
non-music educator who uses music in her or his classroom. The application is short and
straight-forward with educators being asked to submit an original lesson plan that they have
used in their classroom. The winning educator is able to attend the GRAMMY Awards telecast
with a guest (paid for by the museum,) gets a $3,000 personal honorarium, a $1,000
honorarium for their school and is honored at a GRAMMY Museum event. Additionally, there
are both in-person and online professional development programs for those interested in
learning how to use music in their classroom.
Our application deadline closes in early December and I’m wondering if you would pass along
information about the award to educators in your network? It’s been a small award for the past

https://lillyendowment.org/for-grantseekers/renewal-programs/teacher-creativity/


Connect on Twitter!
It's been reported that 4.2 million educators use Twitter for
professional conversations. As educators, there is so much we
can learn from each other. We invite you to connect with us and
each other!
 
1. Tweet about all things LITERACY using #INspirEDlit
2. Follow the hashtag and connect with other coaches and
educators
3. Follow @EducateIN for the latest updates from Indiana Department of Education

Want to join our Literacy Community of

Practice? Click here.

few years, but we’d really like to expand in hopes we can create a larger network of
opportunities for educators.
Please �nd our 2020 �yer attached and more information on our website:
https://www.grammymuseum.org/education/janeortnereducationaward.

Literacy and Tech: Thought of the
Month!
Don't have Twitter? Check out this quick tutorial here!
 
Cheat sheet: Twitter for Teachers
Scholastic article: Twitter for Teachers 
A great book to read: 140 Twitter Tips for Educators

http://tinyurl.com/yaya4plk
https://www.grammymuseum.org/education/janeortnereducationaward
https://www.stukent.com/getting-started-on-twitter/
https://www.teachthought.com/technology/cheat-sheet-twitter-for-teachers/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/twitter-teachers/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/29847937-140-twitter-tips-for-educators
https://s.smore.com/u/d719ea1b9e1e3e7969e61b00a0976f2c.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/3c1efadb814b07bd63d8f8c6381c8812.jpg


Rose Tomishima

Elementary Literacy and ELA
Specialist 
rtomishima@doe.in.gov
@RoseTomishima
#INspirEDlit

Joseph Risch

Reading Specialist with training
in Dyslexia
jrisch1@doe.in.gov

mailto:rtomishima@doe.in.gov
mailto:jrisch1@doe.in.gov
https://s.smore.com/u/827d0aab4d19b70accd9f2e3fa9c84ae.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/79d4480f105252627e9d7f5d91b0e595.jpg

